CHSAA Speech Coach Symposium 

TOURNAMENT INFORMATION FOR NEW COACHES

Coaching 


You must be present and available for your students to compete 


You are responsible for the behavior of your students 


Generally, students enter rooms only after a judge is present 


Basic reserved and polite behavior is expected of everyone 

Ethics 


If in doubt, consult the tournament director 


Never reveal ballot or tab information 


Generally, recuse yourself from judging students known to you 

Invitations 


Make contacts here! 


CHSAA web site tournament schedule - email or call host for invitation 


NFL web site District Chairs list or call the NFL office 


Read invitations carefully 


Communicate details to your students 


If you are in doubt about anything, call the tournament director 

Entries 


Enter expected numbers based on students committed or assigned 


Drop date determines cost 

Fees 


Pay fees on numbers you have entered as of the drop date 


Do not wait for a check before entering 


Drops after drop date will not be reimbursed 

Deadlines 


Enter at least two weeks prior to most tournaments 


Some tournaments should be entered upon receipt of invitation 

Transportation 


Plan to arrive early during scheduled registration 


Late arrivals may not compete in the first round 


Order busses when you first enter 


Provide maps and directions for bus drivers and other drivers 


Caravans are not recommended
Registration 


Registration table is usually obvious 


Send students to the commons area before you register 


Distribute codes to competitors - codes can take several forms 


Introduce yourself to the tournament director and other coaches 

Tournament assignments 


Most jobs are predetermined 


Be prepared to judge 


Bring a note pad, a pen, and a stop watch 


Bring all questions concerning rounds to the judges table 

Meals 


Meals are usually provided for coaches 


Concession stands are usually available for students 


Order in or bring your own 


Plan food arrangements in advance 

Ballots 


Ballots are usually available to coaches at some point in the tournament 


This process is determined by the director 


Ballots are not to leave the ballot room 


Every question or complaint is addressed to the tournament director 


Never address a critic about a ballot 


Never reveal decisions to your students 

Awards 


Polite behavior appropriate for the theatre is expected 


This is not a sporting event 


Your team should sit together 


Stay until the end, at which time ballots are usually distributed 

Remember that all coaches will be glad to take a few minutes during the 

tournament to answer your questions, explain procedures or solve 

problems.  However, coaches are very busy running the tournament, so 

please do not take their apparent total involvement as a negative response 

to you.
